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Shine is the Sunshine Resources of Door
County's magazine keeping you up to
date on all our programs and events that
support those with disabilities.

Jerry Mellenberger Heather Smith
Jeff Miller

involved in many Day Service
and Community Activities.

Thank you to
Our Board of Directors

Larry Alfred
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Jerry Worrick

Amazon Smile

Please Consider

program donates 0.5% of
your eligible purchases at
Amazon.com to a charity of
your choice. There is no extra
cost to you or the charity. Go
to smile.amazon.com and
please considerSunshine
Resources of Door County!

You Shop. Amazon Gives

“Jose has a pleasant demeanor,” says
Dawn Thiry, Day Services Director.
“He’s fairly independent in his
activities and loves to play board
games with volunteers and staff. In
addition, he is very aware of what
is going on around him. He doesn’t
crave attention, yet appreciates it
when it comes his way.”
“Jose loves to play Mancala–a
two-player strategy game that uses
small stones–and he is very good at it,”
Thiry says. “He’s competitive, yet has a
great sense of humor while playing. He
seems to enjoy playing the game more
than he does winning.”
In Day Services Jose can often be
found drawing, a favorite hobby of his.
“ I like to draw and write about
Marvel superheroes,” he says. “It’s
almost like I’m a recorder of their lives
and attributes. Spiderman and
Ironman are my favorites.”
The quality and detail of his
drawings is truly impressive. He first
draws an outline and then fills it

bottle, gives her healthy treats like
carrots or apples, and puts her in her
hutch at the end of the day.
In addition, Jose recently began
working at manufacturing business in
Sturgeon Bay, where he is engaged in
assembly work, a job that he
thoroughly enjoys.
in with a multitude of colors. When
“Jose learned his job quickly,” Thiry
a drawing is complete, he writes some
says. “He currently does not need a job
facts about the superhero such as its
coach, stays focused on his work, and
origin, demeanor
doesn’t like to chat
He’s competitive, yet has a
and particular set
in the workplace.
of skills.
great sense of humor while playing. Because of his
Jose also enjoys
job, he continually
He seems to enjoy playing the game
cooking class and
grows in self
working in the
more than he does winning.
-confidence.”
kitchen where he is
Providing
–Dawn Thiry, Day Services Director
constantly learning
meaningful
new skills. He delights in making his
experiences for clients at SHI is the
own sandwiches, preparing fruit and
mission of SHI Day Services, and Jose
vegetables, and cooking rice.
is a shining example of someone who is
When he is not playing board
fully in line with that mission!
games, drawing superheroes, or
cooking, Jose often helps take care of
Snowball, the resident pet rabbit in
Day Services. He fills Snowball’s water
3

Activities Abound in SHI's
Day Services

Day Services
Day Services is all about providing
meaningful experiences. A recent
fishing outing, a trip to the Door
County Maritime Museum, and
cooking classes are just a few, but
the list goes on and on.

Growing Together Wisconsin
gardening project.
Also planned is a narrated
scenic tour where clients and staff
will take an ‘Old Time’ trolley ride
through Door County’s scenic
bluffs.
Another upcoming
opportunity allows clients to work
with accomplished local playwright
and actor Bill Bauernfeind. After
casting and several rehearsals,
the play will be presented to other
clients, staff, volunteers and visitors
at Sunshine Resources
of Door County.
“With the warmer weather now, a
significant part of our summer program
will include outdoor outings,” Thiry says.
It is long list that includes:
• The Farm, where clients can bottle
feed goats, interact with lambs and
piglets, tour pioneer log buildings, and
learn about farm tools and implements,
and gardens and field crops.
• Neville Public Museum in Green Bay,
where clients will take a tour to view and
learn about historic artifacts, original
artwork, archaeological objects,
photographs, and film.
• A Timber Rattlers baseball game,
always a highlight of summer for

“Our overarching goal is to provide
quality experiences for all of our clients,”
says Dawn Thiry, Day Services Director.
“We want our clients to grow in as many
ways as possible––whether it’s
enhancing self-confidence, learning
new skills or expanding their knowledge
of where we live.”
A recent example is partnering with
the Aging and Disability Resource
Center in Sturgeon Bay on a
4

Sunshine Resource’s clients. An affiliate
of the Milwaukee Brewers, clients enjoy
the experience of attending a
professional baseball game, as well as
the hot dogs and other favorites that
accompany it.
• Green Bay Botanical Garden, one
of the top botanical gardens in the
Midwest, where clients participate in
a Gardners Delight tour to learn about
native flowers and plants.
• Bruemmer Park & Zoo in Kewaunee,
where clients learn to understand and
respect all living things.
Clients also volunteered by picking up
litter, sweeping sidewalks and raking.
Additional outings include Open Door
Bird Sanctuary, Hands-On Art Studio,
Blaser’s Acres (strawberry picking),
Andercraft Woods, Ridges Sanctuary,
Door County KOA campground
(pitching a tent and building a fire,) and
Door County Adventure Center.
It’s going to be a busy summer, but
the Day Services clients at Sunshine
Resources wouldn’t have it any
other way!
For more information about our Day
Services Program please contact Dawn
Thiry at (920) 818-1491 or
dthiry@sunshineresources.org

Vision, Hard Work, and Community Effort
Guide Sunshine Resources Toward the Future
We are committed to
enhancing the programs, events and
community engagement that has made
Sunshine Resources of Door County
such a vital and appreciated resource in
our area over the past 50 years.
This requires recognition of all the
hard work and vision that has gotten
us to where we are today. The efforts of
you, the clients, families, team members, community leaders and volunteers
have laid the foundation for our organization and the continued support will

Sunshine Resources of Door County
events including the Sunflower Fest and
Annual Awards Dinner, while adding
additional engaging opportunities for
our clients and the community to
participate in.
Watch for us in the community;
stop and say “Hi” or feel free to come

Meet Our Amazing
New Staff Members!
Sunshine Resources of Door County
changes lives. And in order to do such
wonderful work, it takes a dedicated,
compassionate and focused staff. We
have several new faces that bring new
energy, excitement and skills to ensure
that we continually focus on providing
opportunity for each and every
individual that comes to SRDC.

visit our organization. We’d be happy
to show you around and celebrate the
wonderful things we are accomplishing
here at Sunshine Resources of
Door County.

be essential as we embrace our core

Mike Leonhard,

values while looking to the future.

CEO Sunhine Resources, Inc.

In the upcoming months, we are
excited to reinvigorate our signature

Access to

Adventure

Morgen Phaneuf, Client Services Assistant
Morgen Phaneuf joins our team as a
client services assistant. Her role will be
to assist our staff and clients in the day
service activities. Her experience and
infectious smile brings joy to everyone
she works with. We look forward to
having Morgen on the team and are
excited for all the experience she brings
to our program.
Our resale store recently hired two

Sunshine Resources is proud to be one of those
community minded organizations helping all
individuals to enrich and nurture their lives by
providing transportation needs to the Access to
Adventure program participants.

“Our goal is to ensure that all individuals have access and

new staff members. Joining the
team are Pam Kramer and Gale
DuFrane. You may recognize
both of them from their previous
employment, where they worked
for a significant amount of time
here in Door County. These ladies
bring a wealth of knowledge and
exceptional customer service
to our store and will also
Pam Kramer and Gale DuFrane, Resale Store
help lead our job experience
for our clients looking to learn
Technician. Jeff has a wealth of
retail. They also are full of
knowledge and experience in everything
energy and ready to meet you
from auto mechanics to construction.
on your next visit.
Jeff has a great personality and a kind
Mandy Stephenson joins our
heart. We are excited to have him on
team as the Community
board not only to assist in the day to
Employment Coordinator. Mandy is
day needs of our maintenance, but he
perfect for this role as she is a great
brings a spirit to or team that is genuine
listener, a selfand kind.
starter and is
Welcome to all
motivated to help
of our new staff
clients achieve
members. We are
community
looking forward
employment. She
to having you on
will be the driving
the team and
force to connecting
creating
qualified employees
opportunity for
with local employers,
those seeking
matching clients to
independence
opportunities that
with our
fit their skill set, their
organization.
dreams and creating a
road to independence.
Mandy Stephenson, Community
Jeff Bretl joins SRDC
Employment Coordinator
as our Maintenance

opportunity to connect and thrive in our natural world."
says Adam Peronto, at Kinect M1. "Every person has a
basic need for health, and by utilizing the abundant

Staff Anniversaries and Years Served

public land around us to provide unique recreational

4/2

Kathy Beth: 		

3 yrs.

7/17

Christine Nelson

4 yrs.

opportunities, we can promote physical activity while

4/3

Derek Sternard		

4 yrs.

7/17

David Neiman		

5 yrs

3/6

Steven Secrest		

3 yrs.

7/27

Carrie Herlache		

24 yrs.

3/12

Chris Rasmussen

8 yrs.

8/11

Bernie Malvitz		

8 yrs.

5/7

Dawn Thiry		

4 yrs.

8/14

Roderick Krueger

6 yrs.

6/29

Andy Borths		

7 yrs.

8/31

Timothy Duerst

7 yrs.

7/17

Tonia Vogel		

22 yrs.

connecting with nature. By collaborating with community
minded organizations, we build meaningful relationships
that allow us to engage unique populations in outdoor
activities. These activities introduce new learning and
experiences that create impactful change.” Peronto says.
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If you would like to learn
more about Access to
Adventure, Kinect M1,
or Sunshine Resources,
please call 920-743-7943.
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Impacting Lives
			 in Door County
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Opportunity in a Time of Need
individual to establish their passions and
a vision for how they can earn a living.
Once that is complete, the plan is set in
motion and our team begins the process
of pre-vocational training
and/or immediate job
The last few years have been
placement with a mentor
to begin laying the
challenging for all of us. Not only
groundwork to
is a national pandemic is hard,
independence.
but the residual effects can last
As local businesses
continue to tackle the
for many years to come. One of
task of recruiting qualified
those challenges we are faced
individuals, we encourage
them to consider
with today is the staffing of
working with SRDC to
local businesses.
assist in their hiring needs.
“We have several options
When an individual comes to Sunshine
to assist businesses in
Resources of Door County (SRDC) to
hiring dependable staff. We focus on
pave their path to independence, a
matching the right
crucial piece of their care
“We have several options to individual, to the
plan is employment. Our
assist businesses in hiring right job, at the right
mission is to help them
time. These
achieve life goals, but we
dependable staff.
ingredients make
first need to understand
–Heather Mundy,
for the best
Director of Client Services
what those goals are.
recipe for the
Our skilled team carefully
success of the program.” Say Heather
listens to each individual to establish
Mundy, Director of Client Services.
what their passion is and what they
Success, is the goal and a key factor
see themselves doing to earn a living.
in what drives long term independence.
Our skilled team carefully listens to each
As we meet with each
individual to determine
wants and needs, we also
meet with businesses to
determine the same.
Our team goes to work
fitting the right person
for the right job and this
helps us achieve that
success. “We help to take
the guess work out of the
hiring process, and we
work to mitigate the risk
on the part of the
employer.” When
10

businesses hire, they are making an
investment in time and money, a risky
investment made, with no guarantee
on the return. With our program, we

Print.
Mail.
Shred.
Through our Business Services, we
are proud to provide employment
opportunities to individuals with
special needs in our community.
These paying jobs give our clients
unique opportunities to grow and
develop skills that enhance their lives.

take care of the guess work and provide a measurable amount of security
on your risk. We provide Pre-Vocational
training to build and prepare employees
with the necessary skills to perform, we
supply Job Coaching and mentoring for
sustained successes, and we provide
reporting, to ensure that employers are
up to date on progress, proficiency,
and productivity.
“It is a win – win program.” Says
Mandy Stephenson, Community
Employment Coordinator.
Bright Futures, the name says it all.
The path to independence starts
with YOU!
Whether YOU are an individual
looking to lay a foundation to
independence, or the business looking
for dedicated staff, or possibly even a
generous donor that helps make it all
happen. It definitely starts with YOU!
For more information about our Bright
Futures program, please contact
Heather Mundy at 920-818-1450 or
hmundy@sunshineresourcesinc.org.

Printing: Brochures, booklets, flyers, direct
mail, labels and so much more!

Mailing: We manage direct mail campaigns
(we currently support Destination Door County
and Destination Sturgeon Bay with their
guidebooks). We also send out post cards,
mailers and more.

Shredding: Does your company need to
shred documents in a secure way? Yes, privacy
is key! We work with a number of local
businesses to provide them with their on-going
confidential shredding needs.

Contact: Jeremy Paszczak, our Business
Development Director and find out how our
Business Services can help your business reach
the next level! 920-818-1489 or
jpaszczak@sunshineresources.org

Cyclyling Without Age Door County Partners with Sunflower Cottage to Bring
Cycling Back to Seniors
As an organization that
provides day services for
seniors, we seek to find
new ways to allow for
individuals to enjoy life
and experience our
community. Cycling
Without Age Door County
(CWADC) is a example of
an experience that brings
the wind back to flowing through our hair.
Founded by John and Diane Ludwigsen, this chapter is one of
2700 located around the world. Originally started in Denmark,
in 2012, the idea was to offer a way for seniors to get back to
cycling, and the Trishaw was the answer.
A Trishaw is a two seat, cushioned,passenger box that rides
on a spring suspension. Piloted by trained volunteers that
drive from behind the passenger box on a platform similar to
a bicycle. The Trishaw is assisted by an electric motor and also
provides a reverse gear, making for a comfortable ride and an
exhilarating experience for the riders. “The best part of this
program is seeing the smiles”. Says Diane.
The rides are free to Seniors and offered all around the
county. “We currently have one Trishaw in service and one in
transit, which we are hoping to have in the next few weeks. We
are looking at adding more to the fleet so we can provide as
much opportunity to experiencecycling again. We are even
looking at a Trishaw that is wheel chair compatible for those
that prefer not to leave the comfort of their chair. This will
provide for even more riders to enjoy the experience”. says John.
Sunflower Cottage, an entity of Sunshine Resources, is proud
to partner with CWADCand offer seniors this opportunity. “We
are excited to offer this program to our visitors in Sunflower
Cottage. We are also looking at expanding this to our Sunshine
House participantsas well.
We have such a beautiful community and this is a great way
to get out there and enjoy what our county has to offer”. Says
Heather Mundy, SRDC Dir. of Client Services. We look forward to
more smiles and wind in the hair! See you on the trails!
For more information about CWADC, how you can schedule
a ride and how you can support this program, visit
www.cwadoorcounty.com.
For more information about Sunflower Cottage or Sunshine
Resources and how you can support these programs, visit
www.sunshineresources.org.
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Thank you to Our
			Generous Donors

• Raibrook Foundation
• United Methodist Church
of Sturgeon Bay
• Door County League of
Women Voters
• Carlson and Erickson
Builders, Inc.
• Knights of Columbus
Intellectual Disabilities
Fund
• Guilette Family
Charitable Trust

Donna Burke generously donated several hand made quilts to be distributed to clients
of SRDC. These beautiful quilts are not only well made, Donna personalized them with
the name of our organization. Thank you Donna for your generosity.

Jimmy Johns hosted their
Buy a Sandwich, Give a Dollar
fundraiser for Sunshine
Resources of Door County.
Thank you to all that
supported this fundraiser
and a huge thank you to
Taylor Anschutz (pictured)
and Jimmy Johns for their
continued support.

• Knights of Columbus
Brussels Council #6444

Consider Us In Your Estate Planning
For nearly 50 years, Sunshine Resources has been
in Door County providing a variety of services and
employment options to those with disabilities. As a small,
community 501c3 non-profit, we are grateful
and dependent on the support of those with the
means to give.
As you do your estate planning, consider supporting our
mission that has impacted so many people through the
years. A bequest such as this can dramatically impact our
programs and services and continue to provide for those
we serve for many years.
If you would like to be a part of our Legacy Society,
please call and learn how those members of our
community that
provide such
generosity will
be recognized
forever at Sunshine
Resources. This
could be the most
important donation
you will ever make.
Call Jeremy
Paszczak at
920-818-1489
jpaszczak@sunshineresources.org

OurWishList
$2,500 – Pallet Jack

One of the programs we offer at SRDC is our Pre-Vocational
training teaching transferable skills to clients for employment
opportunities in the community. We recently had a pallet jack
that is no longer functional and we are looking to secure a
new one to help with moving palletized materials around the
plant.

$5,000 – ATV with plow for snow removal
We are looking to purchase an ATV with a plow to assist with
snow removal from our bus pickup/dropoff as well as our
walkways and entrances to ensure safety for all. A plow will
allow us to get down to the surface and clear packed snow
to provide safe paths for clients, staff and visitors.

$4,000 – Plants and Flowers
SRDC is excited to continue our upgrade of our campus. Our
next steps are to plant new flowers and plants around the
campus that provide vibrant colors and life to our exterior. By
adding these beautiful colors, we will attract wildlife to our
surroundings and provide an opportunity for our clients to
learn about planting and caring for flower beds and gardens.

$12,000 – Tovertafel
“The Magic Table” is an interactive system that promotes
physical activity, memory (brain stimulation), socialization
and fun for individuals with physical and cognitive disabilities.
Tovertafel is new technology that is changing the way we
assist individuals with striving to live their life to the fullest. It
is fun, educational and great for promoting movement. .
For more info contact Jeremy at (920) 818-1489 or
jpaszczak@sunshinehouseinc.org

Looking for Great Deals?

• Wild Restaurant
Concepts, LLC
• Al Johnsons Restaurant

Shop our ReSale Store!

• Kellstrom–Ray
AgencyLLC

Find cool stuff, get great deals and support
our job skill training programs*!

If you would like to learn more
about how you can become a
supporter of Sunshine Resources
of Door County, please contact
Jeremy Paszczak at 920-818-1489
or jpaszczak@sunshineresources.org.
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Establish A Legacy:

Thank you to Capt. John and Capt. Johns Maple Grove Retro Motel and Pavilion for
hosting Musician Jeff Steinberg (pictured here with SRDC clients) for a concert on July
11, 2022. Jeff elected to raise tips and donations to benefit SRDC. Thank you to both
of them for their support and dedication to helping SRDC change lives.

Check our Facebookpage or the
latest surprising deals!

45 E. Walnut, Sturgeon Bay, WI
(Visible from Hwy 42/57)
Hours: Monday – Saturday 10 – 4
Phone: 920-493-9300

Donation Drop Off:

(Not at ReSale Store)
Sunshine House, Inc., 55 W. Yew Street, Sturgeon Bay, WI
www.sunshineresources.org • Phone: 920-743-7943

* Through the operation of our store, we
provide job training and communication skills to our clients teaching them the necessary skills needed to secure
employment in the retail and service industry.
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Family, Fun and Smiles at
Sunflower Cottage

Door County's only state-certified adult
day services provider

“I’ve been at Sunflower Cottage
for two years and absolutely
love working here,” says Laurie
Duquaine, Sunflower Cottage's
care provider. “I enjoy meeting
and getting to know new
participants––and to make
sure everyone goes home
satisfied at the end of the day.”
A Dedicated Home-Like Setting
As a Sunshine Resources of Door
County entity, Sunflower Cottage
provides Day Services for seniors.
Our staff is also trained to care for
individuals with Parkinsons, Alzheimers
or Dementia. A dedicated, private,
home-like setting in Sturgeon Bay
provides a peaceful atmosphere and
the comfortable feeling of home.
Sunflower Cottage is equipped with its
own kitchen, dining area, bathroom,
and living room complete with fireplace.
Russ Kister is a volunteer who helps
ensure clients have a satisfying day.

“I like to see the
smiles on our clients’
faces,” he says.
“I enjoy playing
board games with
them and seeing
how happy they
are when we go on
outings. We have a
great time here with
everyone. We’re
one big, happy
family here.”

sing-alongs, going on outings, playing
board and card games, reading
and cooking.”
Sunflower Cottage provides or
arranges for transportation, employs
certified care specialists, provides flexible
scheduling, develops individualized care
plans, and enables personal and respite
time for caregivers.
Sharing Stories and Memories
A typical morning may find participants
reminiscing about their decades of
memories. Participants recently enjoyed
looking at photos of cars from the 1950s
and 1960s. Peter’s favorite was a
1950 Buick Roadmaster with four
simulated exhaust ports on each of its
front fenders. “The exhaust ports are
how you know it’s a Buick Roadmaster,”

A Variety of
Teamwork makes crafting much more fun!
of
Activities to Enjoy
Participants at
people who come to Sunshine Cottage,”
Sunflower Cottage agree. Dick says he
he says. “I always look forward to
spending time here.”

Every individual has planned

activities throughout the day that
provide personal enjoyment.
Laurie Duquaine,
Care Provider, Sunflower Cottage

appreciates the variety of activities,
especially outings on the bus where he
has participated in
outings to Bay Beach
Wildlife Sanctuary in
Green Bay, visiting
some Door County
orchards to admire
the cherry and apple
blossoms, and to the
tip of Door County to
see the Washington
Island ferries coming
and going.
Peter is also a
participant and
echoes the
sentiment of family.
Daisy the Hedgehog enjoys her visits to Sunflower Cottage.
“I enjoy the variety
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Compassionate Caregivers Make for
a Meaningful Day.
The family of caregivers at Sunshine
Cottage assist in ensuring participants
have a comfortable and meaningful day

Peter loves to help in the kitchen.

Susan and Laurie share a laugh.
“Every individual has planned
activities throughout the day that
provide personal enjoyment,” Duquaine
says. “This can range from working on
jigsaw puzzles, taking walks, gardening,

he said. “They are very distinctive.”
Dennis noted that he once owned
a Harley-Davidson motorcycle and that
his family frequently vacationed on
Peaks Island in Maine.
The conversation then drifted toward
families and how big some of them used
to be. Peter came from the largest. “I’m
the youngest of 13 children,” he said.
which prompted comments of surprise
and wonder!
Singing, Games and Art!
Trivia was next on the agenda and all
participants were actively involved.
What singing duo from the 1960s was

In the afternoon, participants took
part in an art project were they painted
and decorated wood butterflies with a
patriotic theme in advance of Memorial
Day. Participants also have painted
and decorated wood Easter bunnies
and flowers.
“There is lots and lots of laughing
at Sunshine Cottage,” DuQuaine says.
“Nothing is too serious. We have lots
of fun.!

Dennis is a master at Jenga.
famous for wearing bell-bottom pants?
was the first question. “Sonny and Cher,”
Dick called out.
As the conversation progressed Peter
recalled a popular song from the 1940s
and sang some of the
lyrics to
everyone’s delight.
After an hour of
pleasant interaction,
participants took part in
an exercise class with an
emphasis on stretching
while seated in a
comfortable position.
Time For a Healthy Lunch
“I truly enjoy cooking
for our participants,”
Duquaine says. “Meals are
well balanced and it's fun
to surprise them with a
variety of desserts.”

The lunch menu varies and
may include:
• Tuna salad sandwich, French fries
and Mandarin oranges
• Tacos with tomato and lettuce,
Spanish rice and peaches
• Grilled ham & cheese sandwich,
cold pasta & veggie salad
• Spaghetti with meatballs, tossed
salad and garlic bread
• Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes
and green beans

Time for exercise!

Sunflower Cottage offers
affordable, individualized day-time
care for people living with
Parkinson's, Alzheimer's, dementia,
and other age-related challenges.
Our Dementia Care Certified staff
provides individualized attention to
help make your loved one's day
more meaningful.

Sunflower Cottage Provides:
• Individulized activities to help
retain cognitive skills
• Nutricious meals and snacks
• Personal care needs
• Secure, home-like facilities
• Peer socialization
• Community outings
• Transportation
• Financial assiostance
Find out more by calling us at
(920) 743-7943
15
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Just One More Picture!

Establish A Legacy:
Consider us in your Estate Planning
See page 9

Did You Know?
If you are 72 years old and required to take
an annual minimum distribution from your
IRA, and do not need the funds for living
expenses, you can donate to a
charitable organization.

Amber enjoys a sunny day while this beautiful
butterfly painting puts a big smile on her face.
Keep smiling Amber!

The benefits include:
1. Give directly to a charity
2. Can give up to $100,000 / year
3. Distribution is nontaxable.
Contact your financial
advisor to learn more
about how
making this charitable
contribution can save
you money.

