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is the NEW Options –
Sunshine House’s quarterly
magazine keeping you up to
date on all our programs and
events that support those with
disabilities in Door County!
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Here Comes
the Sun
Find Joy
(and Have a Blast!)
Become a Volunteer at
Sunshine House!

Elise Christensen

Meet

Client
Spotlight
If you have the pleasure of
knowing Elise Christensen, then
you know that she has a kind
heart and a strong work ethic.
As a client of Sunshine House since
2018, she has quickly developed strong
relationships with both staff and peers
and is a leader among them all.
As a member of the employee
council, she is part of a leadership team
that meets once a month to discuss
their agenda of topics of addressing
concerns and recognizing achievements. They help make decisions that
will benefit the entire organization and
ambition to work hard.” And her energy
Elise is vocal in suggesting her ideas
has led to other opportunities in the
as well as those of her peers.
organization. Elise also works in several
Working in the mailing and printing
other departments as well as being a
services, Elise has carved her place as a
part of our community cleaning team.
dedicated member of the
But she still
team. But this has not
“Elise is always looking to learn
does not stop
stopped her from
new things. She is the first to step there. Elise
wanting to learn
also holds
up to help even when it is not a
other jobs available on
employment
the work floor. Carrie
task that she is familiar with.”
outside of
Herlache, Mailing and
Sunshine
Printing manager says this, “Elise is
House at Zion Day Care where she
always looking to learn new things. She
works as an Assistant Day Care
is the first to step up to help even when
Teacher. Working with Tami Walls,
it is not a task that she is familiar with.
Employment Specialist, through the
This shows her desire to learn and her
Bright Futures Program, Elise has

found a place that fits with her
character. “She was a perfect fit for
this position. Working at a day care can
be a lot for anyone, and this position
required a unique individual to fill it, but
Elise made a smooth transition and is
doing a fantastic job. We are so proud
of her,” says Tami.
And to top it all off, Elise is fun to
be around and loves to socialize and
have fun. She is always involved and
participating in activities and ensures
that all are included. We are happy
to have Elise as part of our Sunshine
House family. Thank you for being you!
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Time to

Shine
Become a Volunteer at Sunshine
House Resale Store
If you haven’t already heard, Sunshine
House has it’s own ReSale Store! The
store provides not only funds to help
support our programs but also brings
job skills to our clients. Beyond your
donations you can help support us by
volunteering either in the store or
helping sort donations.

With people coming every day to drop off used goods,
donations pile up quickly, and we need lots of help to sort
items for pricing and delivery to the store. If you love treasure hunting, estate sales, thrift stores, and stalk Facebook’s
“Weird Secondhand Finds That Just Need to Be Shared,”
sorting will be endless fun! We receive a steady stream of
unique, vintage, antique, and memorable items that are
bound to pique your curiosity.
Another great side to volunteering is the time you’ll have
to visit with clients, staff, and customers. The connections
and relationships are really the best part about Sunshine
House. Some of our sorting volunteers have mentioned that
one of their favorite things about sorting is getting to see
old friends from around the county who come in to drop
items off. So not only do these donations help a lot of
people in the community, but we’re also helping the
community grow closer.
There’s a great deal of flexibility in sorting and
volunteering at the ReSale Store, so whatever you can give
helps more than you’ll ever know. You can help sort anytime
between 8am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, right at
the Sunshine House, and there’s availability at the Store
from 10am to 4pm, Monday through Saturday.

CALL ELISHA AND
BECOME A VOLUNTEER
Contact Elisha Adelman,
our AmeriCorps member
serving as the Volunteer
Coordinator at Sunshine
House. Elisha can be
reached at eadelman@
sunshinehouseinc.org,
920-818-1490, or stop by the front desk at
Sunshine House for more information. Every
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little bit helps!

Tracy Rusch finds joy and
a sense of accomplishment
volunteering at Sunshine House

Did you know?
The total value
of our volunteers
in just one month
is more than
$5000!

Did you know?
Our volunteers
contribute over
200 hours a
month to
Sunshine House!

Tracy, a former special
education aide, finds lots of joy
and a sense of accomplishment
from working with clients during her
three days a week with us. We’re so lucky to have
someone who in retirement continues to give back to
organizations that serve those with special needs.
Before even moving to Door County, Tracy found us
through an issue of Options and felt we would be a good
fit for her flexible retirement schedule. Tracy volunteers her
time in our Sunflower Cottage, the Resale Store, at events,
at Sunny’s Snack Shop, and she just started helping
out in Day Services! While she has worked with
children in the past, she really feels a connection with
and appreciation of all of the adults here. She
Did you know?
especially loves putting together puzzles with clients.
Volunteers
When Tracy isn’t sharing her kindness at Sunshine
are worth more
House, she spends time with her darling cats and
than $25 an hour
in the state of
loving family. When natural disasters strike, Tracy has
Wisconsin
also volunteered with the Red Cross and has been
Since last fall, Tracy Rusch has
deployed as far away as Florida when Hurricane Irma
struck. Her passion for personal connection yet again
been volunteering at both Sunshine
shines through as she often takes on the case work side of
House and Sunflower Cottage. We
disaster relief. We’re so lucky to have Tracy give her time
thought it was a fine time to introduce
and kindness to everyone here; she really makes our days

her in our February Volunteer Spotlight!

brighter. Thank you, Tracy!

Wish List

Thank you Board of Directors

• Family Feud Sponsor: $500 - $1500 Looking for a few local
sponsors for this wonderful event to benefit the Sunshine House.

Julie Gerndt,
Board Chair

Judy Sargent

• 49th Annual Awards & Celebration Banquet: $500 - $2,000

Fr. Anthony Birdsall

Heather Smith

• Dry Erase Boards (2): $1,000

David Desmond

Tina Stawicki

• Website: Consider sponsoring our website update $5,000

Dan Ferroly

Sarah Traeger

• Forklift: $3,000						

Jeff Miller

Gerry Worrick

Mike Nelson

Barbara Wulf

• Laptops: We are in need of three new laptops or desktops $3,000
• Address Printer repair: $3,000
For more information contact Jeremy at (920) 818-1489

Carrie Schilz

We are truly fortunate to have a board
that brings passion and focus to
our mission!
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Sing Fit Rocks the
House and Promotes
Healthy Living

Personal Care
Services
To improve the health and
well-being of individuals with
disabilities and dementia, there
is a new program developed by
music therapist Andy Tubman
and his sister, Rachel Francine,
called Sing Fit.
.....The program is meant to stimulate
the memory with music, trivia and
physical therapy through singing,
dancing, musical instruments, and
socialization, which are especially
important to those with age-related
memory loss or developmental
disabilities.

Through a donation
from the Ellie Helm
Foundation, we have
been able to implement the program for
our Personal Care and
Sunflower Cottage
clients. Personal Care
Assistants Steve
Secrest and Tonia
Vogel took the online
training and test to
become certified instructors. Steve notices
that “We listen to their
stories as memories
are provoked from the
music and it creates
smiles and joy”, which brings us all joy.
Through word of mouth, Steve has
now started to hold classes outside
of Sunshine House. Jenni Jorgenson,
Personal Care Coordinator said
“We are more than just a place for
individuals with disabilities to find
employment, and we are always
looking for areas of need in our

If you were to visit our Personal Care Services,
you will quickly see the impact that Personal
Care Coordinator Jenni Jorgenson has made to
this program.
From her staff to the
clients, there are always
smiles and fun being had.
Jenni Jorgenson found her
home at Sunshine House
14 years ago where she
began her career as a
Personal Care Employee.
From there she worked
her way to her current
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position as Personal Care
Coordinator. “My job is to
ensure that the clients in
our program are cared for
and have a good day. They
have a higher acuity of
needs in their day to day
activities, and we are here
to help them develop those
daily life skills,” says Jenni.

community where we can make
a difference.”
For more information about our
Day Services Program, contact
Mike Rabas at (920) 818-1450 or
mrabas@sunshinehouseinc.org.

Some of her responsibilities
include scheduling staff,
planning daily activities
and most importantly,
ensuring that each client’s
social needs are met.
“I enjoy seeing everyone
have a fun filled, meaningful day,” says Jenni.
We appreciate Jenni’s
expertise and are so
fortunate to have her on
our team!
Thank you Jenni!

Shine
the Light

on Jenni Jorgenson

When it comes to fun, looking
outside the box is a daily goal
for Service Coordinator
Dawn Thiry
When it comes to creating a day of
fun, learning, and new experiences
Dawn Thiry, Day Services
Coordinator at Sunshine House,
looks outside of the box for
exciting projects and experiences
for her clients.
In February 2019, Dawn coordinated
a day trip to see Lion King at the Fox
Valley PAC, that is still talked about
a year later. “This was a great way to
share live performance art with our
clients. It is something that most of
them have never experienced before.
We look forward to more inspiring
opportunities like this in the future to
help grow the imagination and provide
new experiences,” said Dawn. Other

trips included baseball games, hockey
games and a Door County trolley ride.
Every day there are games, arts
and crafts and socializing that help
promote involvement and team
building. Dawn says, “We aim to have
fun, but learn along the way.” She also
promotes healthy living with a food of
the month and teaches ways to cook
with different vegetables. There is
access to exercise equipment in Day
Services as well to ensure we are
striving for healthier living. And through
some of our partnerships, we
connected with the ADRC of Door
County (Aging and Disability Resource
Center) and visit them twice a week for
exercise classes with Adam Peronto,
Exercise Physiologist at Door County
Medical Center.

Day Services
Dawn is currently working with
other local organizations on a
partnership that will offer new and
exciting opportunities for the
community. Check back soon for
more info.

For more information about our
Day Services Program, contact
Mike Rabas at (920) 818-1450 or
mrabas@sunshinehouseinc.org.
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Public
Welcome!
SUNSHINE HOUSE, INC.

INVITES YOU TO

the
Fun for
whole
family!

Top 3 teams
Awarded
prizes!

Build your tea
m
with friends,
family and
co-workers!

Where: The Lodge at Leathem
1640 Memorial Drive, Sturgeon Bay

When: Saturday - March 7, 5:30 - 8:30 pm
(Registra�on at 5:15 pm)
$175 per team: Limit 12 teams of 5 and
includes pizza and chicken dinner buﬀet.
(Hurry and sign up as space is limited)
$12 per dinner: Public welcome and
enjoy some laughs and food.

To sign up, contact Jeremy Paszczak at (920) 818-1489 or
jpaszczak@sunshinehouseinc.org
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Impacting Liv

Kristen, Sasha and Craig taking a break after a round of put-put golf at Egg
Harbor Fun Park.
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Jeff gets the job done for Hatco in Production Services!

Jeannie and James at dinner before heading to
see Lion King!

Sunny enjoys supervising Everett, who’s hard at work!

ves in Door County
Each and Every Day!

Craig, Kim, Robert, Elise, Mike and Liz enjoy dinner before they’re off to Lion King at the PAC.

Amber catches Clark Kent changing into Superman.

Amy brightens the day for all
of us with her big smile!

Liz and Tammy serve up goodies and lots of fun at Sunny’s Snack Shop.
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Bright Futures
Helping Mary Jo Find Her Dream Job!

Mary Jo is now working 3.5 hours
a shift, 5 days a week. She still
benefits from having a job coach
alongside during her shift who helps
her complete tasks and provides
transportation.
This Community Employment
Program has worked out so well with

Community
Employment

A chance encounter at a healthier
living meeting changed Mary Jo’s life in
ways that have brought her more job
skills and a bigger purpose. For many of
us, a job can seem like just a necessity,
and it’s easy to lose sight of how much
a job means when we don’t have one.
Our Employment Specialist and
Community Education Coordinator,
Tami Walls, works hard to assist our
clients in finding meaningful work.
She was listening to the kitchen
managers of several schools in the
area discuss the issue of staffing.
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As Tami “listened to them talk about
how hard it was to find staff to help
with the cooking, dishes, and cleaning
tables, a light bulb went on. Mary Jo
always talked about having her dream
job of washing tables at McDonalds’
I bet she would love to have that job at
the school”.
With this great match, the first step
was for Mary Jo to job shadow, which
provided an opportunity for her to
build confidence and comfort with new
skills. She then took the invitation for a
temporary work experience program as
a way to gauge her own interest in
the position.

the high school that there are now six
Bright Future participants on staff.
“This is a great example of another
avenue for the individuals we work
with to explore employment opportunities within the community’, said Mike
Rabas,
Director of
Employment
Services. Bright
Futures in total
has: 20+
community
employment
individuals, nine
Mike Rabas
students enrolled
in a Skills to Pay the Bills course, and
has assisted seven individuals to
secure supported employment
positions in the community with job
coaching in 2019 alone. All show signs
of substantial growth predicted
for 2020.

For more information
about Bright Futures
and the community
employment program,
contact Mike Rabas at
(920) 818-1450 or mrabas@
sunshinehouseinc.org.

Message from our CEO
Randy Morrow

2020 Here We Come!
I am standing in the front reception area at Sunshine

As we move ahead in 2020

House, sipping on some coffee and looking out our front

you will see one big change – a

windows. The snow is falling and I take a quick moment

name change! For the past 49

to reflect on the past and look ahead to the future.

years, we have been Sunshine

In the back half of 2019 our staff held months of

House. This name has served us well and we are so

strategic planning sessions to explore and identify how

grateful for the handful of parents that came together

we will continue to provide the highest level of care and

so many years ago to create this incredible organization.

support to our 90 + clients that we serve. Over the course

Our new name moving forward will be Sunshine

of our discussions we found numerous opportunities to

Resources of Door County. It’s not a big change, but it

enhance social development in our day services, to

shows how we have evolved over the years. We provide

provide a greater variety of employment opportunities

so many additional ‘resources’ to our clients that go

with our clients through job coaching and job

beyond our daily care programs such as: Employment

placement and to partner with other local service

options, Social Skill Development, Classroom Training in

organizations. Plus, we saw the opening of our new

categories as Math for Life, Biz 101 and Life Skills to name

Resale Store (opened this past August). The store

a few. This new name is really the ‘umbrella’ so to speak

continues our tradition of being the county’s “go-to” place

for all that we do. You will begin to see the name on our

for residents to drop off gently used clothes, shoes,

new website (coming March ’20), all of our transportation

furniture and household goods that ultimately provide

vehicles, our entrance at Sunshine House and of course in

our clients with job opportunities and brings much

all of our communication. The big unveil and discussion

needed funds to our organization.

on our new name and its impact on our organization will
take place at our 49th Annual Awards & Celebration
Banquet in May, so make sure you attend to learn more!
This year will definitely be an exciting time for our
clients, staff, volunteers and board members as we
reach out into our community to better educate and
communicate all of the wonderful services we provide
here at Sunshine House (or rather Sunshine Resources
of Door County)! Here’s to 2020!
On a final note, we want to thank Cindy Weber, our
past President and CEO for the past 4 years here at
Sunshine House. We are grateful for her years of service
and truly wish her success in the future. Thank you, Cindy!

Randy Morrow
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Mirrix Looms and
Sunshine House Partner
in Unique Way
Business
Partnerships
On our production floor, each part
or product is carefully assembled
according to the exact specifications
of the manufacturer. Quality and
service are a high priority and the
ability of our staff and their clients to
ensure that these standards are met,
have led to several partnerships for our
Business Services Production Program.
One such partnership is with a
unique company, Mirrix Tapestry &
Bead Looms. Based out of New
Hampshire, Mirrix was founded in
the mid 1990’s by Claudia Chase.
She designed a portable weaving loom
to assist artists and crafters with
creating professional quality artwork.
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Want to buy a loom!? Head over to www.mirrixlooms.com
As her company grew, Claudia was
looking for a manufacturer to build
and ship their products.
Learning of the search for a
manufacturer and seeing the
opportunity that it could provide for
clients of Sunshine House, a member
of the Board of Directors reached out
and began explaining how this
relationship could benefit both
organizations.
With the record of Quality and
Service that Sunshine House was
known for, the relationship was formed
and has been strong for the last
twenty years. “Mirrix has been in my
life for so long it feels like a family
member and so too do all the folks at
Sunshine House with whom we work.
It’s hard to remember a time when
Mirrix was not associated with
Sunshine House. I feel honored to
be part of a business that is about

so much more than making money,”
says Claudia.
And the future looks bright as this
partnership grows. Elena Zuyok, Vice
President of Mirrix, and daughter to
Claudia says, “Though we are a
modern, forward thinking company,
we pride ourselves on adhering to
traditional values when it comes to
manufacturing and customer service.
Sunshine House is a critical part of
that commitment to our customers
and we hope to support the principles
brought forth by Sunshine House
for years to come.” And we couldn’t
agree more.
For more information about
Production Services at Sunshine
House, contact Sandy Sternard at
(920) 818-1454 or ssternard@sunshinehouseinc.org.

A Community Working
Together, Grows Together

Business
Services
employment opportunities to clients
wanting to earn their own paycheck.
Quality and service standards are
guaranteed to meet those of each
manufacturer we work with.
At Sunshine House, creating job
opportunities for individuals with
special needs is a top priority. With
several opportunities to partner with
our Business Services Program, your
support will change the lives of those
we serve and help build confidence and
inspire their spirit. Here are some of the
ways you can benefit with our Business
Services Program while helping a local
non-profit.

Mailing and Printing
Our Business Services Program offers
a full scale mailing and printing
division to accommodate all of your
mail marketing needs. Mail is still a
great way to reach existing and new
customers. We work with organizations such as Destination Door County
(Formerly DCVB), Whitetails Unlimited,
Destination Sturgeon Bay (formerly
SBVC), Habitat for Humanity, Humane
Society. Village of Egg Harbor and
more. This is another way that we
provide employment opportunities to
our clients. They fold, stuff, seal and
stamp letters, postcards, billing,

newsletters and more. We can also
print all of your materials in house to
streamline the process and save time
and money.

If you are interested in learning
more about our mailing and
printing services, contact Carrie
Herlache at (920) 818-1481 or
cherlache@sunshinehouseinc.org.

Production Services
If you are a business looking for
assistance with your manufacturing
needs, please consider contacting us
to learn how our services can go to
work for you.
Our production floor provides
employment opportunities for several
of our clients through partnerships
with manufacturers such as Hatco
Corporation, Midwest Wire, Howie’s
Tackle, Mirrix Looms, Pro Products,
Fastenal and more. Assembly,
packaging, sorting, wiring and
machining are contracted and offer

Confidential Shredding
Services
Privacy is of utmost importance and
keeping your confidential information
out of the wrong hands is a must.
Our Confidential Document
Shredding offers several ways to have
your private information properly
disposed of. Whether you are a
business or a private citizen, we can
ensure that your privacy is guaranteed
by disposing your documents in our
industrial shredder. Your documents
can be dropped off or picked up for
your convenience. We currently work
with several local organizations (we
keep that information confidential)
for their shredding needs.
If you would like to learn more
about our production or
shredding services, please
contact Sandy Sternard at
(920) 818-1454 or ssternard@
sunshinehouseinc.org.
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Santa brings smiles

C hristmas

and a whole lot of fun

for

Thank you for
your generous
donations:
• Hedeen International
• Helen Cordon
• Scaturos
• Econo Foods
• Sturgeon Bay High
School Show Choir
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SUNSHINE HOUSE, INC.

49th Annual Awards
& Celebration Banquet
Celebrate with us as we honor our Clients, Staff, Volunteers and Partners

May 4, 2020 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Stone Harbor Resort
107 N. 1st Avenue
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

Tickets are �30 per person and can be purchased at our office at 55 W.
Yew Street, Sturgeon Bay or online at www.sunshinehouseinc.org/store.
For more information, contact Jeremy Paszczak at (920) 818-1489 or
jpaszczak@sunshinehouseinc.org. To secure tickets, RSVP by April 17.
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Sunshine House of Door County enriches
lives to nurture and inspire the human spirit.
With Care, Compassion, Partnership

Postal Customer

and Integrity.

You may have noticed that we have

Just One More Picture!

changed the name of our quarterly magazine
Options to Shine. That’s not the only change!
You are starting to see our new name and logo
popping up throughout this issue! Stay tuned!
More details to come!

Mark Your Calendar!

We think it is safe to say, Craig is enjoying his
ice cream a little at the Egg Harbor Fun Park.

• March 7:

Family Feud, The Lodge at Leathem
Smith, 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

• March/April:

Community Pump Fundraiser at
Door Stop Amoco (all month)

• May 4:

Sunshine House 49th Annual
Awards & Celebration Banquet,
Stone Harbor, 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.

•July 11:

Sunshine House Rocks Concert,
Sunshine ReSale Store (Times TBD)

• September 12:

Sunflower Fest, Martin Park
Sturgeon Bay, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

• December 13:

Sunshine House Annual Open
House, 3:30 p.m. – 7 p.m.

